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BOOK REVIEW
MANUAL OF GYNAECOLOGIC AND OBSTETRIC EMERGENCIES. By B.
Taber, M.D. (Pp 929. Illustrated. £17.25). Philadelphia, London, Toronto:
W. B. Saunders and Eastbourne; Holt-Saunders. 1979.
THERE is little doubt that one can find in this book hints on the management ofalmost every emergency
possible in obstetrics and gynaecology. There is information on topics as far ranging as breech
presentation to burns and syncope to sexual assault.
The book is well laid out with a good index and each subject is discussed in a similar and logical
manner. The information is sound and supported by illustrations and recent references although some
procedures and drugs have a strongAmerican flavour.
It is not unreasonable to ask what place there is for a manual devoted to emergency procedures and
one must agree with the sentiments ofthe emergency physician writing the foreword that "in the various
fields of medicine the chances are that a knowledge of obstetrics and gynaecology will be necessary at
some time or another". Although he suggests that the manual may fill the need of the psychiatrist,
dermatologist, orthopaedic or general surgeon faced with a problem, I find it difficult to agree with him
that it will be read by any physician who might ask himself "Do I know enough of the most wondrous
elements ofthephysiology ofthe female ofour species?"
However, this book would be of use to specialists in other fields and indeed to general practitioners
who wish to remind themselves what is current practice in a wide variety of situations in obstetrics and
gynaecology. J.W.K.R.
ERRATUM
It is regretted that the portrait of Mr. T. S. Holmes (Figure 1 page 9 of the
previous number) was incorrectly named Mr. H. P. Hall.
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